
For most of us the show season should be about over 

and I hope you had as great a time as I did. Every show I 

attended had good Brunners on display, and though the 

numbers were down just a bit from previous years, I 

believe the overall quality to continue to be increasing. 

We’re no longer seeing really thick birds with oblong 

globes but rather the majority of birds represent the 
breed as we perceive it. That is encouraging and we just 

need to continue to promote the breed and club so that every show throughout 

the country has quality Brunners entered. 

 
I love to go to a pigeon show and walk in to put my birds away and have a chance 

to chat with fellow Brunner breeders, discussing trials of the year or even better, 

triumphs of the year resulting in some very nice youngsters bred. Reds, yellows, 

blacks, and whites continue to have excellent specimens exhibited along with a 

few very good birds in other colors. Keep it up! 

 
How do you get your birds to show during the judging? Most of us are pretty 

well dialed in when it comes to show preparation and working with the birds on 

daily basis. I love going into the loft and cooing and interacting with my pouters, 

watching them hop and prance about, responding to me. I coop my Brunner 

Pouters in regular show cages but put cardboard between the sections so that 

each bird is in its own little world, unable to see the birds next to them. This sim-

ulates isolation and pigeons respond well, becoming tame and interactive since I 

work with them every day. Additionally, when we go to a show, the pouters 

know exactly where the feed and water are to ensure no one goes hungry or 

thirsty. This way of doing things works really well for me. Except when it doesn’t. 

 
I only got to watch just a short few minutes of Brunner Pouter judging, while 

Fred Maenpa worked with the white bars. Fred did a great job and worked with 

the birds, getting them fired up and performing. All, that is, except for the blue 

white bar OC that I showed that I felt was my best Brunner in the show. What 

happened? The bird performed wonderfully at home; at the show, the judge did 

his part to get him to perform, but for some reason this guy simply didn’t per-
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President’s Message  …. continued  

form. It happens. Oh, well. There’s always next year! 

 
When I attend a show, I often bring a group of 8 Brunners. They fit nicely in one of my aluminum 

carriers and usually arrive in pretty good shape. A bit of shavings in the bottom of the carrier en-

sures that droppings don’t become a problem and the birds remain clean.  

 

As we prepare for the breeding season, I am excited about a couple of my pairings, already seeing 

in my mind’s eye some really nice offspring. I’m expecting an exceptional breeding season, both in 

numbers and in quality. Ever the optimist, eh? Best of luck! 
 

          Layne 

The breeding season is just starting here in Penn-
sylvania. I have most of my birds together but I 
am waiting to for another month or so to start 
the Brunners. They always do better for me in 
warmer weather and we will still have tempera-
ture fluctuations for a while, so it is best to wait. 
 
I really enjoyed the shows this year and I echo 
Layne's observations regarding the quality of the 
birds continuing to improve. In this bulletin you 
will see a lot a pictures of very nice birds we had 
in our events. For calibration, I have included a 
“Blast From the Past” picture on the next page. 
It’s amazing how the breed has improved in the 
last 50 years! 

From the Eastern Director & Bulletin Editor Bob Bollinger 

We have a lot of show 
results to share in this 
bulletin. Thank you so 
much to everyone who 
sent me results and 
pictures. It is great to 
see our breed well rep-
resented. 
 
We also had many members traveling to inter-
national shows and events this past year. I 
have included a number of notable pictures 
from folks’ travels. What a great hobby. 
 
     Bob 
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“Get Well  Wishes “ to Carlin Wisenhunt.  
 

Carlin shared that he had some serious 
medical challenges since the National. He 
said he is on the mend but likely wont be 
well enough to put his birds together this 

year. Our thoughts are with you! 

Congratulations to Layne and Jay! 

 

Layne Garder and Jay Beals receiving 

their Master Breeder Awards for      

Bavarian Pouters at the banquet in       

Oklahoma City. 

Blast From the Past 

A champion Brunner 50 years ago! 

How times have changed … for the good! 
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In December of last year, Jay Beals, Fred Maenpa, Jim Clinton and I took a 

trip to Europe to check out the Brunner Pouters and visit with some 

breeders. We flew into Amsterdam, rented a car, then drove to Belgium 

to visit Gregor Mathieu, president of the International Brunner Pouter 

Club, which represents Brunners in Europe. Fred and I visited Gregor in 

2019 and were looking forward to seeing him and his birds again. Prob-

lems with the GPS in our cell phones resulted in driving around for quite a 
while trying, in vain, to locate Gregor’s house. Thanks to some friendly 

office workers who spoke perfect English, we finally arrived just at dusk.  

 
 The first impression of Gregor’s birds was amazing as well saw all of the hens in their own lit-

tle roosts seemingly on display just for us. The quality of birds was excellent, with black, red, and yel-

low pieds being the primary colors. Gregor explained his breeding philosophy, one point I’d never 

heard before, being that he prefers slightly larger hens so ensure that they cover the eggs well. Inter-

esting! And backed up later by Dominik Olzinger, who echoed Gregor’s thoughts. 

 
 After a lovely dinner cooked by Gregor himself, we made our way to the local hotel for a well

-deserved sleep. Up early, breakfast, and a quick good-bye to Gregor, we were on our way to visit 

another Belgian breeder, this time a fancier of Old Dutch Capuchines, Piet Berkenbosch. We loved 

our time in Belgium and appreciated the hospitality we were shown. Wonderful! 

 
 The next day we drove to Germany to visit Dominik Olzinger, breeder of blue bars, mealy 

and cream bar grizzles, and yellows. Once again, we were shown excellent hospitality and were treat-

ed to view a wonderful stud of Brunners. Dominik also recommended that we visit Florian Ullsperger, 

which we did. Florian is the current president of the German Brunner Pouter Club and we caught him 

at a good time since he was off work due to his wife having recently given birth. 

 
 Like the breeders we had previously visited, Florian was a great host and we really enjoyed 

seeing his pigeons. Jay fell in love with a silver pied young hen and she was just as enamored with him. 

What fun! 

 
 Driving further northeast in Germany we eventually arrived in Leipzig, ready to see the big 

show. We knew ahead of time that this was not the best show to visit to see large numbers of Brun-

ner Pouters, but it fit with our schedule. Two weeks prior, the huge European Pouter show was held 

with more than 1,000 Brunners on display. Wow! I would have loved to see that show, but unfortu-
nately, it was held during the same time as the Pageant of Pigeons, where both Fred and I had com-

mitments to help with the show. 

 
 There were only around 100 Brunners in Leipzig, but fortunately the quality was very good. 

We spent several days in Leipzig looking over the birds, taking photos with our friend Thomas Hell-

mann, and visiting. It was a marvelous experience, and one which I hope to repeat this coming De-

cember. This was my thirty-second trip to Germany and I’m really looking forward to the thirty-third 

trip. 

European Trip December 2024   Layne Gardner 
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European Trip …. continued 

 One of the highlights of the Leipzig Show was meeting up with Bob Bollinger. Bob is a great guy 

to go on a trip with and we always have a most enjoyable time together. Thanks, Bob! 

 

 Thanks to Gregor, Dominik, and Florian for helping to make our trip so enjoyable and taking 

the time to visit with us and let us see their pigeons. It was great! I also want to thank Jay, Fred, and 

Jim for going with and being super travel companions. 

Hen Loft of Gregor Mathieu 

Jim Clinton and Gregor Mathieu looking at 

some black pieds 
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More European Trip Pictures 

Inside Dominik Olzinger’s Loft 

Layne and Dominik  One of Dominik’s Blue Bars 
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More European Trip Pictures 

Dominik Olzinger, Jay Beals, Jim Clinton, and Fred Maenpa at Dominik’s Loft 

Some more of Dominik’s Brunners 
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More European Trip Pictures 

Jay, Thomas, and Bob enjoying a half meter long wurst! 

Florian Ullsperger and Jim Clinton  Another Dominik Blue Bar 
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Some Brunners from the Leipzig Show  

© Layne Gardner  

© Layne Gardner  © Layne Gardner  © Layne Gardner  

© Layne Gardner  © Layne Gardner  

White YC HS-96  

Dieter Müller  

Blue Bar Pied OC HS-96  

Friedrich Saueressig  

Black Tiger YH S-95 

Fritz Kleine 

Black Gansel YH E-97 

Sylvio Zabel  

Black YH E-97  

Fritz Kleine 

Yellow OH E-97  

Ekhard Petzold 
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2555 Pouters at the Strasskirchen Show in November!  



Florian Ullsperger and Jim Clinton  

 

Page 11 Volume 11, Issue I, March 2025 

1083 Brunners at Strasskirchen 
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Fred Maenpa was Invited to Judge in India! - January 2025 
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Champion 

Red YC 258 - Bob Bollinger  

Reserve Champion 

Black YC 1594 - Randy Balls  

NPA National 2025 - Oklahoma City, OK 

© Layne Gardner  © Layne Gardner  
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Great Western 2024 - Watsonville, CA  
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Great Western 2024 - Watsonville, CA  
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Pageant of Pigeons 2024 - Victorville, CA  

Reserve Champion 

White OC 442 - Fred Maenpa 
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© Layne Gardner  © Layne Gardner  

© Layne Gardner  © Layne Gardner  

Champion 

Black YC 1589 - Randy Balls  

Blue Grizzle OH 0 - Connor Hays Yellow Pied  YC 603 - Jim Symington 

© Layne Gardner  
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Black OH 321 - Richard Bohman Dun YH 638 - Jim Symington 

Pageant of Pigeons 2024 - Victorville, CA  

© Layne Gardner  © Layne Gardner  
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Pageant of Pigeons 2024 - Victorville, CA  
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Great Western 2024 - Watsonville, CA  

 

 Champion 

Blue T-pattern OC 655 

Reserve Champion 

Almond YH 815 

Page 23 Volume 11, Issue I, March 2025 

Reading Winter 2025 - Lancaster, PA  
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Kite YC 812 - Bob Bollinger  

Reading Winter 2025 - Lancaster, PA  

Red YC 844 - Bob Bollinger  
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Reading Winter 2025 - Lancaster, PA  
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Champion 

Black Pied OC 1140 

Richard Bohman  

Black AOC Splash YH 981 

Richard Bohman 
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Premier Show 
 
November 2, 2024 
Grantsville, UT 
 
Number entered: 34 
 
Champion: Black Pied 
OC 1140 – Richard Bohman 
 
Reserve: Red 
YC 2482 – Richard Bohman 



Page 28 American Friends of the Brunner Cropper Club 

           2025 Hurricane Show   Layne Gardner 

For those of us in Utah and surrounding states, the 

Hurricane Show marks the end of the show season. 

Held in February, this is the last hurrah for our show 

pigeons and has us looking forward to pairing up the 

birds in anticipation of the breeding season. As usual, 

Richard Bohman dominated the winning, this time with 

a black OC as Champion and a black pied OC as Re-

serve Champion. Randy Balls had Best Young with a 

fine black YC.  

 

Thanks to all who participated as it’s always great to have a chance to get together, visit, and look at 

beautiful pigeons. The overall quality of the Brunner Pouters in Utah is pretty good and we look for-

ward to continued increases in both quality and numbers shown. 

Number entered: 14 

Judge: Layne Gardner 

Champion: Black OC 799 – Richard Bohman 

Reserve: Black Pied OC 1140 – Richard Bohman 

Best Young: Black YC 1594 – Randy Balls 

AOC 
Young Hen 
185 Richard Bohman 
Young Cock 
*985 Richard Bohman 
 
BLACK 
Young Cock 
1594 Randy Balls 
1635 Richard Bohman 
Old Hen 
2471 Richard Bohman 
Old Cock 
*799 Richard Bohman 

 
 
BLUE WHITE BAR 
Young Hen 
1591  Randy Balls 

903  Beals & Gardner  
Young Cock 
909  Beals & Gardner 
Old Hen 
*20  Beals & Gardner 
Old Cock 
936 Beals & Gardner 
 
MEALY BAR 
Young Hen 
*1644 Richard Bohman 
 
PIED 
Old Cock 
*1140 Richard Bohman 
 
RED 
Old Cock 
*2492 Richard Bohman 
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Hurricane pics 

Champion - Black OC 799 

Richard Bohman 

Best White Bar - OH 20 - Beals & Gardner Best Young - Black YC 1594 

Randy Balls 

Reserve Champion - Pied OC 1140 

Richard Bohman 
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Pictures From Jerry Sindelar 
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Pictures from Members 

Another picture of Fred in India A unique White Bar raised by 

Wes Pfadenhauer 

Almond 2024 YBs raised by Jerry Sindelar Bob received the LAPC Presidential 

Award from Bill Greibel 



 

Club Officers 2025 
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Canadian Director - Open 

Vice President- Fred  Maenpa 

Secretary / Treasurer - Mike Hughes 

Eastern Director &  Bulletin 
Editor - Bob Bollinger 

President—Layne Gardner 

 

 

Western  Director 

 

Open 

 

 

Midwestern  Director 

 

Open 



Upcoming Events 
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 October 2025 

 

Great Western 

AFBCC Meet 

Watsonville, CA 

October 2025 

 

 November 2025 

 

National Young Bird Show 

Pouters and Croppers hosted by: MWPCC 

Joint AFBCC Meet 

Louisville, KY 

November 1, 2025 
 

 Premier Show 

AFBCC Meet 

Grantsville, UT 

November 7-8, 2025 
 

Pageant of Pigeons 

AFBCC Meet 

Victorville, CA 

TBD 

 

Fort Dodge, IA 
TBD 

 

Hutchinson, MN 
TBD 

 

 

December 2025 

 

 Pigeons on the Prairie 

AFBCC Meet 

Des Moines, IA 

TBD 
 

 

 January 2026 

  

NPA Grand National 
Oklahoma City, OK 

AFBCC Meet 

January 23-25, 2026 

 
 

Other Notable Shows 
 

 

LIPSA 

Pigeon and Poultry Show 

Leipzig, Germany 
December 5-7, 2025 

 
 

Please share your 

show dates as soon as 

they are confirmed! 



 Buy - Sell - Swap 
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This section is free for members to trade birds and enhance our 

breeding pens! Just mail your advertisement to Bob ! 

mailto:RSBollin@aol.com?subject=AFBCC%20Bulletin%20Advertisement


To join or renew 


















